
 
DOCUMENT 16 

 
 

[UNDATED] Confidential Memorandum from the State Department Member, SWNCC, 
Subject:  Hungarian – Jewish property found in Austria – so called “Hungarian gold train.”   
 
In this document, the U.S. recognizes and explains the illegality of its conduct as well as 
the economic motivation behind its unlawful actions.  This document is one of several so-
called “smoking guns.”   
 
“Delivery to the IGCR under Article 8 is inappropriate because the origin of this 
property is known.  Since the property belonged to Hungarian Jews, it can and should 
be devoted specifically to the rehabilitation of Hungarian Jews rather than to the more 
general purposes specified pursuant to Article 8 [of the Paris Agreement]” 
 
The secret memorandum also explains that turning over the property to the IGCR  
“would be a breach of faith with the Hungarian Government since this government 
promised in its memorandum of June 14 to return identifiable displaced property 
removed under duress from Hungary subsequent to October 15, 1945.” 
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