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January 6, 1949, whistleblower Letter from Evelyn Tucker to Ardelia Hall.   
 
“The position of the Fine Arts Officer in USFA was eliminated in July 1946 and from 
then until October 1947 the negligence of this explosive situation was hardly short 
of being criminal.  (These are strong words, I know, but hear me out).  There was 
no control then on what American officers sent home and there is very little now.  I 
did what I could from my office position in Vienna to control the situation (though of 
course I could do nothing on what was sent to the States).” 
 
“Before you decide that I’m just a frustrated woman (and I frankly admit that I am) let me 
say there is French looted fine arts in the General’s villa in Salzburg, Dutch fine 
arts in the General’s villa in Linz, a French looted painting in the Officers Club in 
Salzburg – all definitely identified and included on claims but I have not been 
allowed to reveal that I have found them; A Lt. Col. returned to the States recently 
from Salzburg taking with him 26 oriental Hungarian rugs – McKee (my chief) 
refused to let me write the Provost Marshall of his Army Post to investigate.” 
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